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Training the 

■ collectivist society, encouraged to operate 
independently and to improvise, instead of following 
the strict lettenof the rules according to Marx 

Th i' r must env y them at times. 

1 he 30,000 Spetsnaz men and women are 
determined, weH-trained troops selected for their 
political reliability, athletic skill and intelligence " 
according to a secret Pentagon report. Because they 
are special, they earn more and qualify for V 

^! re . l J ent ear,ie F each y e « as a Spetsnaz equates 
with 18 months of regular military service. 

But unlike the special forces of any country, the 

Spetsnaz earn their perks. Though they training 

ith regular army officers, once they are assigned 8 

unen^wf 2 u " lts . they « et training that is probably 
unequaled in its rigors. y 

A common training exercise is to parachute small 

groups in uninhabited regions of the frozen taiga 

hundreds or even thousands of miles from their ’ 

rendezvous point. They spend days or weeks on 

their own, scrounging food and transport 

Often, special troops from the Interior Ministry 

nrohahi Z thC tr K ail ° f the Spetsnaz trainees — who 

to evade the^rT A 6 " Cha T l han most Russians 
to evade the KGB. An annual three-month exercise 

in the Kirovograd region of the Ukraine pits the 

best Spetsnaz units against each other. 

Spetsnaz troops risk death during training which 

includes the routine use of deadly chemicals ’ 

explosive barrages and live ammunition. ’ 

Recording to U.S. intelligence reports Spetsnaz 
. training includes *petsnaz _ 


' Elite Troops 

reconnaissance and target location; survival behind 
natl0 -^ s ’ llk e Prance or wpct r -^rmnnr- rlTnTfTrrnim 

andn ggrous physical conditio ning limmng 

,P e . loa °‘; P^cHute trauung includes conventional 

and mSTT ’ h '® h .' altitU( ? e ' low-opening drops, 

, ® -altitude, high-opening drops with directional 

*<**»•?« uitss* 

A^rhn'rnoQ ° , es or 1 more behlnd enemy lines, 
nil™ T S f*f snaz P refer silent, ultra-light 
plmies to glide m on an isolated target. Naval* 
Spetsnaz use mini-submarines. 

In addition to rifles, pistols, hand grenades and 

2?ries S SA7 a a2t- aP °r ry ’ Cach Spetsnaz “"it d 
carries SA7 antiaircraft missiles. They also are 

equipped with R350M radios with encryptk>n and 

burst-transmission capabilities-mSS^ d 

ta consider them an unbeatable force that never * 
makes mistakes. They are not peasants in Teg 
wrappings, he said. “Neither are they 10 feef tall * 

In fact, defectors say the regulaSet arm? 
once one-upped the Spetsnaz. Staging a sneak X 
p“ a . ck on a nuclear weapons stored *he Fa r k 
Eastern Military District, Spetsnaz troops were 
humi l^ted The alarm sounded and prTrigged 
vehicles shone spotlights on the intruders. 
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